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December 28, 2021 
 
Ms. Olivia Byrne 
Partner 
K&L Gates LLP 
1601 K Street NW 
Washington, DC 20006 
 

Ms. Tamara Cheeseboro 
Project Manager 
K&L Gates LLP 
1601 K Street NW 
Washington, DC 20006 

Mr. Matt Simms 
Project Manager 
Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development 
300 West Broadway  
Frankfort, KY 40601  

 
Dear Olivia, Tamara, & Matt,  
 
On behalf of Commerce Lexington’s economic development division, we 
want to thank you and the entire K&L Gates team for recommending 
Lexington as a potential location for MetTel’s headquarters. Our team 
works with many companies in the business and professional services 
sector, which is one of our strategic targets. Lexington’s central location, 
diverse business sectors, and educated workforce are among the many 
reasons Lexington is the best choice.  
 
Covering nine counties in Central Kentucky, the Bluegrass Region is a 
thriving metro area with nearly 700,000 people living within a 30-mile 
radius. Lexington is home to many headquarters including A&W 
Restaurants, Big Ass Fans, CLARK Material Handling Company, Lexmark 
International, Tempur Sealy International, and Valvoline. This provides 
testimony that Lexington’s productive workforce, central location, and pro-
business environment provide a profitable location in which to conduct business. 
 
Educated Workforce 
 

Lexington is a very smart city. According to the 2019 Census, Lexington is the 11th most highly educated city in the 
nation. Nearly 45% of the population over age 25 has at least a bachelor’s degree. We are also 10th in the nation whose 
population over age 25 has an advanced degree. This is a result of the success of the area’s colleges and universities. The 
University of Kentucky, our flagship university is in the heart of Lexington. Within 40 miles of Lexington there are 10 
institutions of higher education, which enroll nearly 67,000 students and graduate over 18,000 students annually. Each 
college will serve as a potential source for workforce and future partnerships for MetTel.  

 



 
Airport Access 
 
Lexington is home to the Blue Grass Airport, which 
offers 15 non-stop destinations on major carriers 
including Delta, American, United, and Allegiant Air. 
Within an hour’s drive of Lexington are the Louisville 
and Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Airports. 
Combined our region offers over 100 non-stop 
destinations daily from the three airports.  
 

Lexington Local Incentive 
 
The Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government offers a business incentive program called the Jobs Fund.  This 
local incentive fund can be utilized by companies investing in our community through one of three mechanisms:  a 
$250,000 low interest loan; a $100,000 forgivable loan; or a $50,000 grant. Since it’s inception in 2013, 26 
companies, most of which are headquarters, have successfully utilized this incentive to grow in Lexington. This one-
of-a-kind incentive in Kentucky could potentially assist your client in offsetting costs in establishing operations in 
Lexington. 
 
Gigabit City 
With more than 4.4 million feet in fiber-optic lines, Lexington is now one of the largest 
gigabit cities in the country. Every home and business inside the urban service boundary 
has access to high-speed internet.  
 
Quality of Life 
 

Lexington is fortunate to have a wonderful quality of life.  In addition to 
lower housing costs, a vibrant downtown, and an eclectic array of 
restaurants and night clubs, we have many cultural amenities that add 
to the quality of life.  The beautiful landscape of our city includes 
walking trails, farmers’ markets, art galleries, entertainment venues, as 
well as the home of Keeneland Race Course, which is one of the premier 
race courses in the world. In October of this year, the United Soccer 
League announced Lexington will be the home of a pro soccer team that 
is set to begin play in 2023.  Outside of Lexington there are many 
attractions in Central Kentucky from shopping in downtown 

Georgetown, touring Woodford Reserve bourbon distillery, to attending a show at the Eastern Kentucky University 
Center for the Arts.   
 
As you can see, we are proud of our community, and we believe Lexington is ideal for your client. We appreciate you 
considering Lexington as a potential location for MetTel. We look forward to our continued work with you! 
 
Sincerely,     
 
  

 
Gina Greathouse       Katie Vandegrift 
Executive Vice President      Director of Marketing & Research  
Economic Development       Economic Development   

 


