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In August, our economic development team 
hosted and facilitated an Economic Development 
Simulation at BCTC for board members and 
councilmembers and their aides. The simulation 
demonstrates the site selection process and 
how our team competes in business attraction. 
The teams really got into the spirit of site 
selection and learned about the process our team 
goes through regularly when recruiting new 
companies.

After a somewhat slow summer for new projects, our team is seeing an increase and uptick in Requests 
for Information (RFI’s) and company/consultant contacts. We’ve also seen inactive projects come 
back to life! We even had four site visits in 48 hours—a first for our team! We anticipate the fall will 
become even busier with new activity. We also have several pending announcements that should be 
public later this fall...stay tuned!
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Increase in Project Activity

INITIATIVE
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expanding operations

existing clients and local 
entrepreneurial companies 
with potential expansions in 
lexington 

client visits

existing business visits

By the Numbers 
In 2013, Commerce Lexington’s 
Economic Development Division has 
responded to calls from the following:

Ms. Billie Peavler has 
been named the new 
Executive Director of the 
Business & Education 
Network (BEN).  Before 
coming to Commerce 
Lexington, Billie spent 
24 years with Toyota 

Motor Manufacturing KY and TEMA. Along 
with a strong manufacturing background, 
Billie is also skilled in strategic planning, 
training systems development, workforce 
skill improvement, project management and 
diversity & inclusion initiatives. Billie is a 
Midway College graduate and holds a BA in 
Organizational Management & Leadership.  

She resides in Lexington with her son, Garrett.

In her first month, Billie has spent her 
time learning about Commerce Lexington 
operations, meeting with the BEN board 
members, meeting community leaders 
further educating herself on current Bluegrass 
Workforce Investment Board activities. She is 
excited to be a part of Commerce Lexington, 
BEN and hopes to help BEN find its niche 
in the world of education and workforce 
development. Please feel free to contact 
Billie if you have any suggestions or need 
assistance at 859-226-1604 or at bpeavler@
commercelexington.com.

Business & Education Network



    Investor Update[  2  ]

� C O M M E R C E�L E X I N G TO N�E C O N O M I C�D E V E LO P M E N TINITIATIVE

NOHMs
Governor Steve Beshear and the Bluegrass 
Business Development Partnership (BBDP) 
announced on September 4 NOHMs 
Technologies Inc.’s decision to locate the 
company’s R&D, product development, 
business operations and a state-of-the-
art research, manufacturing and product 
development facility for military, cell phone 
and electric vehicle lithium-ion batteries in 
Lexington. The formal announcement was 
held at NOHMs’ new offices in the Spindletop 
Administration Building.  

NOHMs plans to create up to 162 jobs and 
invest more than $5.3 million in the project, 
and will utilize the Kentucky-Argonne Battery 
Manufacturing Research and Development 
Center and the University of Kentucky’s 
Spindletop Administration Building.    

LOCATIONS & EXPANSIONS

Founded in October 2010, NOHMs 
Technologies has developed a battery 
that is based on lithium-sulfur chemistry. 
The company’s vision is to commercialize 
lithium-sulfur battery technology that will 
revolutionize vehicle markets, including 
everything from spacecraft to electric 
automobiles. NOHMs also fits in our 
Commerce Lexington’s strategic industry 
targets of Renewable Energy.  

Congrats to NOHMs on their location in 
Lexington, KY!  

NOHMs CEO, Nathan Ball, Governor Steve Beshear, Commerce Lexington President & CEO, Bob Quick, UK 
President Dr. Eli Capilouto, and Mayor Jim Gray smile for the cameras after the announcement

NOHMs CEO, Nathan Ball, visits with Governor 
Steve Beshear

AWARDS

We Won!
Commerce Lexington Inc. and the 
Bluegrass Business Development 
Partnership have received two awards from 
the International Economic Development 
Council (IEDC) for two of our economic 
development programs!  

Commerce Lexington Inc. won a bronze 
award in the Special Event category for our 
event last December: Art of the Deal–Why 
Bingham Chose Lexington for its Global 
Services Center. Our award submission 
outlined why we held the event and what it 
entailed.  

The Bluegrass Business Development 
Partnership won a bronze award in the 
Technology-Based Economic Development 
category for our SBIR/STTR Rent Subsidy 
Incentive Program. The BBDP described 
the uniqueness and innovative program for 
our city attracting high-tech companies to 
Lexington.

We received the awards at the annual 
IEDC conference in Philadelphia.  
Congrats to our economic development 
team for the acknowledgement!  

KUDOS TO THE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT TEAM

2013

BRONZE
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MARKETING TRIPS & CONFERENCES

Marketing Trip to Atlanta, GA 
The team traveled to Atlanta in July for a Lexington and regional 
marketing trip. The goal was to meet with prospective clients to 
showcase Lexington as a great place for business. We also met with seven 
site selection consultants during. Our team receives the majority of our 
leads from consultants, so it is important to maintain and create new 
relationships with the key site selectors in the nation. Representatives 
from the Mayor’s Office attended the trip as well.  

International Asset Management Corporation 
(IAMC) Fall Forum
Commerce Lexington 
Inc. participated in 
the Industrial Asset 
Management Council 
(IAMC) Fall Forum 
in Salt Lake City at 
the end of September. 
The member only 
organization brings 
together corporations, 
site selection 
consultants and 
economic development 
professionals in an 
educational and 
networking setting. 
IAMC offers a great 
opportunity for Lexington to market our region to end-users, as well 
as site selection consultants who represent major companies. We have 
participated for over a year and continue to cultivate and building new 
relationships through this event.  

Distribution Center 3

Headquarters 4

Call Center 2 R&D 1

Business and 
Professional 

Services 7

Hightech 12

Bio 3

Manufacturing 10

Client Activity

Upcoming Marketing Trips include: 

New York
Chicago

Minneapolis
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Multi- Industry Network Meeting on September 24th 
On September 24, Commerce Lexington Inc. held a multi-industry network event for our 
networks that provided an overview of the Affordable Care Act. Participants from the Central 
Kentucky Manufacturers’ Networking Group, Contact Center Consortium (C3N), Bluegrass 
Bio, and SBIR companies attended the event. Speakers from the Kentucky Chamber of 
Commerce and the Kentucky Health Benefit Exchange came to speak to the group about the 
federal legislation and what it means for Kentucky businesses.  

INDUSTRY NETWORK EVENTS

Geeks Night Out
Geeks Night Out was held on Wednesday, 
August 14 at the Blue Heron on Jefferson 
Street. It was one of the largest GNO 
in2lex has held with over 100 people 
attending. The goal of this network 
is to allow technology professionals, 
entrepreneurs, and design professionals 
in the area the chance to network and 
exchange ideas.  

SPECIAL EVENTS

Kentucky World Trade Day
Commerce Lexington Inc. attended Kentucky World Trade Day on 
Friday, August 30. Companies and organizations from across the state, 
US, and world attended this event. Commerce Lexington participated 
in the trade show, as well as the various breakout sessions which covered 
topics such as doing business in Europe and trade facilitation in the 
European Union. The keynote speaker was Mr. John Wilson, lead 
economist with the development economics research group with the 
World Bank. One of the companies that won the Martha Layne Collins 
International Trade Award was Lexington based LBX Company for 
outstanding achievement in International Trade! This event will be held in 
Lexington in 2014.  

Lexington Venture Club
The Lexington Venture Club’s summer meeting was a celebration of 
young entrepreneurs from the Bluegrass Region. LVC members heard 
from several young entrepreneurs, including members of the team grand 
prize winner of Warren Buffett’s 2nd annual Secret Millionaires Club 
Competition! The focus on young entrepreneurs shows that Lexington has 
a steady bright future for our business community. 

The September LVC 
event drew a great 
crowd of almost 100 
attendees! We had a 
very interesting and 
informative panel 
discussion about 
Crowdfunding. 
There were also 
pitch presentations from the 2013 German Fulbright Scholars who have 
been visiting at UK over the past couple of weeks and going through an 
Entrepreneurial Boot camp cosponsored with the Von Allmen Center for 
Entrepreneurship and Awesome, Inc. 
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COMMUNITY & MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

Minority Business Expo
The above photo is of the volunteer crew that 
puts on the Bluegrass Minority Business Expo.  
Most have volunteered for all of the 11 years 
of the event. In 2013 the Expo boasted its 
largest attendance with over 800 individuals 
attending the Business Matchmaking/ 
Networking Mixer on Thursday evening and 
the Luncheon on Friday.

The keynote speaker this year was Dr. 
Farrah Gray, who among other impressive 
achievements was listed on Forbes as a 
millionaire at age 14.

Strategic Activities
A new minority business partnership was 
implemented between Commerce Lexington 
Inc. and the Lexington Housing Authority 
(LHA). LHA wants to create the opportunity 
for a higher participation for Minority, 
Women-Owned, and Disadvantaged 
Businesses for their Pimlico Apartments 
Renovation which is estimated to total over 
$23 million dollars. In our role, we will 
supply a listing of member and general listing 
of sub-contractors, as 
well as operate as a 
plan room source for 
the small businesses 
interested in bidding on 
the project. 

Transit Authority- (LEXTR AN)
The Federal Transit Authority has approved 
the $1.6 million dollar appraised value of the 
property formally known as the G.E. Lighting 
site. This allows The Transit Authority, 
(LEXTRAN) to move forward with the 
construction of a new Administrative and 
Maintenance facility on that site. The effect 
on Minority Business Development is another 
project that is projected to break ground by 
April of 2014. Messer Construction is the 
Construction Manager so there is projected 
to be a high level of minority business 
participation for this project that is listed 
around $24 million dollars.

Blue Grass Airport
The Blue Grass Airport hosted a 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Seminar 
to discuss upcoming projects in August. Over 
35 businesses were represented. Commerce 
Lexington participated by presenting 
the services of the Bluegrass Business 
Development Partnership.  

Opportunity Exchange
The next Opportunity Exchange, presented 
by Columbia Gas will be held at the Clarion 
Hotel-1950 Newtown Pike on October 24th 
from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. The Clarion Hotel is 
our Host Sponsor for 2013. We will have an 
exciting agenda for the event. 

Hispanic Outreach
In our continued efforts to grow our 
participation with the Hispanic business 
community, Bob Quick led two meetings 
with representatives and the Commerce 
Lexington staff.  There will be structured 
follow-up activities with other members of the 
BBDP to foster greater relationships with this 
group.

Access Loan Update
The total reported business for the first 
quarter of the program is $3,509,000!

UPDATE 
$217K closed in July 
Retail Business Purchase

$120K closed in August 
Construction line of credit

$200K presented and pending 
local food manufacturer

330  East Main Street, Suite 205

Lexington, KY 40507

800.341.1100

locateinlexington.com

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Need information 
about starting 
or growing your 
business? 

Contact us.


